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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 1 Pray for Lost Church Members
Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:16-19

"So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith . .. ."
Ephesians 3:17a (ESV)

Not all church members have truly put their faith in Christ. Some grew up in
the church and have learned the Bible and how to talk and behave as
Christians. They may have joined the church and even been baptized. They
may be active in the church as adults and even hold leadership positions. But
they have never been convicted of their sin and repented. Or they just
cannot bring themselves to surrender to Christ's lordship. They are not
saved. Are you one of them?

If you have really been convicted of your sin, repented, and put your faith in
Christ, pray for those in your church who may not have done so. Pray that
Christ will overcome the power of Satan in the lost persons' lives. Ask that
God would give them spiritual enlightenment so that they will recognize their
true condition. Ask that the Holy Spirit will convict them of sin,
righteousness, and judgment and that God will draw them to himself. Pray
that when the gospel is shared, they will hear, personally understand, and
repent. Pray that they will then have the courage to make their decision
public, which can be an incentive for other lost church members to do
likewise.

Prayer

Pray first that you will not have a judgmental attitude. Then pray that those
who are lost members in your church will come to repentance and accept
Christ as their Lord and Savior.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 2 Strengthened by the Holy Spirit

Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:16

" ... that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being . . . ."

Americans spend billions of dollars on weight control, personal trainers,
fitness machines, and power diets. The goal is outward fitness. We want
healthy bodies and well-developed minds. These are good goals for our
outward lives. But we also should strive for inner fitness—to be strong
spiritually. Such fitness gives an eternal benefit.

1 Timothy 4:8 says, " . . . for while bodily training is of some value, godliness
is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for
the life to come."

Trainers today speak about a person’s “core” strength. We are to build the
rest of our muscles on it. What gives us core strength spiritually? God's Holy
Spirit within us!

We are strengthened spiritually by God's power. This inner strength is not
something we produce on our own, either by good deeds or religious
practices. It is given to us by God. The Holy Spirit gives us strength when we
face temptations or when we struggle with problems. As believers we have
the power of the Holy Spirit to turn from temptation, live lives pleasing to
God, share about Jesus, and minister to the needs of others. Your church has
the power to be the family of God, a house of prayer for all people, and the
body of Christ in your community.

Prayer

Pray that you will be strengthened with power through His Spirit in your
inner being. Pray the same for your fellow church members.
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“Praying for Fellow Believers”

Day 3 Rooted and Grounded in Love
Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:17b

" ...that you, being rooted and grounded in love....."

"Rooted” is a horticultural term meaning the bed in which plants are set.
“Grounded” is the language of architecture and indicates the strong base on
which the whole building is built. Think of the inner strength of an oak tree
that enables it to withstand the forces of wind and nature. Think of the
structural core of a skyscraper that enables it to stand straight and tall even
during earthquakes. In Christ, we can have a core strength that can
withstand and overcome all the opposing forces that we might encounter.

Notice that God's love is both the ground in which we grow spiritually and
the foundation on which our Christian lives are built. This is not human love,
but the love God showed in giving Jesus to die on the cross for us. This is
not a love we can produce ourselves. Rather it is a love that God has given to
us. It is a love which helps us grow spiritually, enables us to minister in Jesus’
name, and empowers us to live life to the fullest.

Can you imagine the stability, unity, fellowship, and power of your church

when it is rooted and grounded in love? Imagine how attractive such a place
would be to those outside the church.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will all be rooted and
grounded in the love of God.

0 AUTHOR: Ken Harmon



20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 4 Know the Vastness of Christ’s Love
Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:17b-18

“...thatyou, ... may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what
is the breadth and length and height and depth ... ."

In these verses Paul wants us to grasp the meaning of the breadth, depth,
length, and height of Christ's love. It is wide enough to reach the woman
taken in adultery, an unclean leper, questioning Nicodemus, the hungry
multitude, little children, those who crucified him, and Simon Peter who
denied him. His love is wide enough to wrap his arms around you and draw
you out of your sin, deliver you from hell, and bring you to himself.

His love was long enough to go to Bethlehem, to Jerusalem, to Gethsemane,
to the cross, into the grave, and out of it.

His love is deep enough to reach the most foul, mean-spirited sinner and
make him or her a child of God. It is deep enough to reach you in your sin,
despair, rebellion, or darkness and draw you into his forgiveness, hope,
obedience, and light. It is deep enough to go with you as you walk through
the valley of the shadow of death—as you face your own death or when you
lose a loved one.

His love is high enough to raise you up so that you can be more than you
ever thought you could be, do more than you ever thought you could do,
and love more than you ever thought you could love. It is high enough to
raise you up and make you God's blameless, beloved child.

Prayer

Pray that everyone in your church will know how wide, long, high, and deep
the love of Christ is.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 5 Know Personally Christ’s Love
Ken Harmon

Read Ephesians 3:19

“...and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge . . ."

Here is a question to ponder: How can you know something that surpasses
knowledge? What did Paul mean when he spoke of knowing the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge? Maybe he meant that we can never
comprehend with our human minds the vastness of Christ's love.

But maybe he meant something else. Maybe he was speaking of head
knowledge versus heart knowledge; the knowledge that comes by
experiencing something personally rather than just knowing about it. | can
know with my head the knowledge that a wife loves her husband and does
certain things for him. But it is quite a different thing to have my wife walk
by me and run her hand over my shoulder, or smile at me when | enter the
room, or say “l love you" as she gives me a hug.

Likewise, we know the love of Christ in our experiences of being loved by
him. We understand Christ's love when we have been convicted of our sin
and experienced his forgiveness. We grasp it when we have the burden of
our guilt taken away and when we catch a glimpse of what heaven is like. We
understand it when we see our prayers answered. We comprehend it more
as we share it with others in words of witness or acts of kindness, whether
with believers or unbelievers.

Prayer

Pray that you will know experientially the love of Christ and that your fellow
church members will know it as well.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 6 Pray for Abounding Love
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:3-11

4

“And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, . . . ."
Philippians 1:9a (ESV)

The Apostle Paul started the church in Philippi with a woman named Lydia
and several other converts. The church was loyal to Paul and provided for
him financial and moral support. The church was very dear to him and
brought him joy. What he prayed for them in verses 9-11 suggest things we
can pray for each other in our church.

First, Paul prayed that their love would abound more and more. He was
speaking of the Christ-like love, which in the New Testament is called agape.
Seminary professor Frank Stagg said it means to relate to others for their
good, regardless of the cost or consequences to oneself. It is the opposite of
self-centeredness. It is loving other people, not because they are lovable, but
because they need love.

Such love is not something we can produce in our lives through our own
efforts. It is the result of the Holy Spirit's work in us. Romans 5:5b says,
“God'’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.” We grow in our love for one another as we permit God to
give us the ability to love.

If we allow God's love to flow into us and through us, we will be concerned
for one another, help one another, forgive one another, and destroy the

record, because love keeps no record of wrongs (1 Corinthians 13:5).

Note: such love is to abound. It is not stingy but over-flowing.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will be abounding in Christ-
like of love.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 7 Knowledge and Discernment
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:9

"And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with
knowledge and all discernment, .. .."

The knowledge here refers first to knowledge about God. We know about
God because of what the Bible teaches us about Him. We also know about
God from our experiences with Him. We do not understand much about God
until we have experienced God's forgiveness of our sins and His making each
of us his child. Then we understand the depth of God's love.

If you have experienced the love of God, you can then show God'’s love to
others. How do you see others? Do you see them through the eyes of God's
love or through the eyes of jealousy, envy, or anger? If you have experienced
the love of God through the mercy and grace He has given you, then you see
others through the eyes of love and extend to them mercy and grace.

We are also to love with discernment. If you really love someone, you try to
understand them. We should be informed about their real needs, their
desires, and their feelings, opinions, and concerns. Think about the different
ways Jesus loved people. He expressed His love to the leper by touching the
“untouchable,” to shunned Zacchaeus by eating with Him, to the woman
caught in adultery by not condemning her and advising her to sin no more,
and to the hungry multitude by feeding them. We should always be willing
to show abounding, discerning love toward others.

Prayer

Pray that the members of your congregation, yourself included, will abound
in an understanding, sympathetic, and accepting love for each other.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 8 Approve What is Excellent
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:10a

“...so that you may approve what is excellent, ... ."

Yesterday we thought of discernment in relationship to people. We are to
discern their real needs so that we can love them effectively. Today we are
thinking about discerning value in ideas and behaviors. Though we are not
to be judgmental of people, we are to judge ideas and behaviors. Some
ideas and behaviors are valuable, and some are not. Some are good and
some bad, some true and some false, some add to life, and some take away.
We are to confirm, test, and make sure something is true, moral, and
beneficial.

Paul reminds us to approve what is excellent. The Greek phrase translated
"approve what is excellent” can means “to prove by testing the things that
differ.” You cannot approve what is excellent unless you can distinguish the
things that differ. The idea is to be able to distinguish what is vital.
Sometimes the believers in Philippi had quarrels with each other. More than
likely, as was true in the church at Corinth, they were quarreling over
inconsequential matters. Paul is giving a call to approve what is excellent,
what really matters.

Does your church experience quarrel that really do not matter? Many do.
Churches quarrel over the color of carpet, who should clean up after a social,
and even Christmas decorations. Things that do not matter a bit to a lost
world or even to the Lord Jesus.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow believers will not get caught up in
inconsequential arguments that hinder both the work and the fellowship of
the church. Pray that instead there will be approval of what is excellent in
Christ's eyes.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 9 Be Pure and Blameless
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:10

... be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, . . ."

There had once been gold in the area of Philippi. Since other metals can be
alloyed with gold, the value of an object made with gold can vary according
to the actual amount of gold in the object. Pure gold is highly valuable.

As believers, our lives are to be pure. We want pure air to breath, pure water
to drink, pure food to eat. Why, then, do we fill our minds and lives with
what in impure, sinful, and polluting? The Bible depicts the church as the
bride of Christ. Yet sometimes we flirt with other gods and engage in
immoral behaviors. Would you want your intended mate to be impure?

We are also to be blameless. If we are honest with ourselves, that seems
almost impossible, because we know we are not without fault. Remember
that we are made blameless before God because we have accepted Jesus as
our Savior. See Colossians 1:22. Now consider Philippians 2:14-15, “Do all
things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, ...." To
be blameless do not grumble or dispute with others, causing disruption in
the fellowship of the church.

Remember, we are living in light of the day of Christ, that is, His return.

When He comes back, He should find us ready for the marriage supper of the
Lamb and living in harmony with one another.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will be pure for Christ and
blameless in our relationships with one another.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 10 Filled With the Fruit of Righteousness
Ken Harmon

Read Philippians 1:11

" ... filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God."

Paul prayed that the members of the church in Philippi would be filled with
the fruit of righteousness. Paul knew that we are made righteous by the work
of Christ. Paul wanted to be found in Christ “not having a righteousness of
my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith . . ." (Philippians
3:9). We have righteousness before God because he gives it to us when we
believe in Christ.

But then God begins to actually make us righteous. That happens as Christ in
us begins to produce the fruit of righteousness through us. John 15:5 makes
it clear, "I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing."

Our righteous behavior is more than just doing good things for others or
engaging in church activities. It is not obeying rules or a self-improvement
program. It comes from having Jesus in our hearts and allowing Him to live
His life through us. When that happens, the resulting righteousness will not
be self-praise or our praising each other. Instead, it will result in glory and
praise to God.

Prayer

Ask God to help you abide in Christ and to allow you to let Christ abide in
you. Pray the same for your fellow church members. Then you will begin to
have a truly righteousness church that brings glory to God.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 11 Knowledge of God's Will
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:9

... asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will . ..." (ESV)

In chapter 1 of Colossians, we have another prayer that Paul prayed for one
of his churches, this one the church at Colossae. In some ways his prayer is
similar to one the one for the Philippian Christians, but there are differences.

In verse nine, Paul prayed that the Colossians would have a knowledge of
God's will. Some say we cannot know God's will. But God makes his will very
plain in the Bible.

We find God's will in the two greatest commandments (Matthew 22:37-39):
we are to love God with all our heart, soul, and mind and to love our
neighbor as ourself. Jesus tells us in John 6:40 that everyone who believes in
the Son should have eternal life. The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17)
give us ten things that are the will of God. As believers, we are to make
disciples of the people around us and assist others to make disciples around
the world (Matthew 28:19-20). Paul’s letters tell believers the will of God
concerning their relationship with one another. Believers are to live in
harmony with, love, honor, accept, encourage, serve, be kind and
compassionate to, and forgive one another.

To be filled with the knowledge of God’s will, turn to the Bible. It is full of
what God's Will is for us and for others.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will continually gain
knowledge of the Will of God as you hear and read God's Word. Ask that all
of you will not just know but do the Will of God.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 12 Spiritual Wisdom and Understanding
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:9

"

“...in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, . . ..

Generally speaking, most Americans, even church going ones, have little
spiritual wisdom and understanding. At the heart of the issue is that we have
lost our fear of the Lord. Psalm 11:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom; all those who practice it have good understanding.” Proverbs
9:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of
the holy one is insight."

We think we can make our own rules and ignore God's laws. We assume we
are all going to heaven and cast aside consideration of the judgment and
hell. We forget that we will all have to give an account of ourselves to God.
Chasing passing things and ignoring eternal things, we are in danger of
gaining worldly things and losing our own souls. The remedy? Fearing him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell (Matthew 10:28).

Lost people need to fear the Lord so that they can repent and turn to Christ
for forgiveness and salvation. Believers need to fear the Lord because we will
have to give an account of ourselves to Him.

Do you have a healthy fear of the Lord? Remember, He is burning holiness.

We are only fit to come into His presence because Jesus lets His
righteousness count for us.

Prayer

Ask God to help you examine your own life and see if there is a lack of
respect for Him and His power. Make sure you are not treating eternal
matters casually. Only then, pray for yourself and your fellow church
members to have spiritual wisdom and understanding that guides your
values, choices, and behaviors.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 13 Walk Worthy of the Lord

Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:10

“...walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, ... ."

Believers are to live a life worthy of the Lord, a life that brings value to his
name. Unfortunately, many believers do not do so. They get caught up in
things such as pride, pornography, greed, anger, selfishness, and prejudice.
They seem to unbelievers just like the everyone else. Therefore, unbelievers
do not see a need to become Christians.

Paul calls us to walk (to lead a life) in a manner that honors Christ. He used
the term “to walk” more than thirty times in his epistles. He is calling us to
live in a way that exalts Jesus.

Walking involves both direction and progress. A Christian should be a
person on the move. There is to be growth in the Christian's life and in
churches. A man | know became a missionary. After thirty years he retired
and returned to his home church. A church member said to him, “Welcome
back. You will find that nothing has changed.” What a terrible indictment of
a church or an individual Christian! A church should change to reach more
people. A Christian should continually be growing more Christlike. Anything
less is not walking in a manner worthy of the Lord.

Prayer

Pray that you and the fellow believers in your church will live a life worthy of
the Lord. Ask that your lives will not be a hindrance to unbelievers but will
show the beauty and power of Christ. Pray that your church will be willing to
change to be attractive to unbelievers rather than just stay the same because
it suits you that way.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 14 Fully Pleasing to Jesus
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:10a

In John 8:29b Jesus said, "l always do the things that are pleasing to Him
[God the Father].” He set the example for us. Paul told us in Ephesians 5:10,
“try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.” In 2 Corinthians 5:9 he said, “we
make it our aim to please Him."

As | am writing this it is only three weeks since my wife died. God gave us 51
wonderful years together. She was truly the Proverbs 31 wife who was “far
more precious that rubies.” Because | loved her, it was my goal to please her.
Because she loved me, it was her goal to please me. If we love Jesus, it will
be our goal to please him.

What does pleasing Jesus involve? Using the Bible, you could probably make
your own list. In the ESV translation of Colossians 1:10 there is a colon after
the phrase “fully pleasing to Him.” | think Paul was suggesting it pleases God
to do the things he listed next: bearing fruit in every good work, increasing in
the knowledge of God, being strengthened with God's might, having
endurance, patience, and joy, and giving thanks to God.

In 1 Timothy 2:1-3 Paul says that praying is pleasing in God's sight. Keep

praying for your fellow church members as you continue through this guide,
for that is surely pleasing to our good and gracious God.

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will make it your goal to
please Jesus.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 15 Fruit Bearing
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:10b

" ... bearing fruit in every good work . . ."

In John 15 we have Jesus' teaching on bearing fruit using the analogy of a
grape vine. In these verses Jesus tells us: we will be cut off if we do not bear
fruit and be pruned to enable us to bear more fruit (v. 2); that to bear fruit we
must abide in Him (vv. 4-5); and by bearing much fruit God is glorified (v. 8).

If you owned an apple orchard and several trees never produced any apples,
what would you do? You would get rid of them. We are to bear fruit for the
Lord. To do so, we must abide in Jesus. We are attached by grace to Jesus;
He has pronounced us clean when we confessed our sins. But we must
remain in Him so that He will bear fruit through us.

A grapevine must be pruned to bear grapes. We must be pruned to bear
spiritual fruit. Sin must be pruned way. So should distractions and
meaningless pursuits that may not be evil but keep us from bearing fruit.
Attitudes such as jealousy, pride, greed, and self-centeredness must go.
Sometimes God prunes churches. Churches can devolve into “spiritual
country clubs” where the focus becomes a place to meet friends, be
comfortable, and have things our way.

What are the fruits that need to be produced? Grapevines produce grapes,
peach trees produce peaches, and believers should produce other believers.
We are also to produce the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and the fruit
of righteousness (Philippians 1:11).

Prayer

Pray that the members of your church will abide in Jesus so that He can
produce the fruit He expects through them.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 16 Growing in the Knowledge of God
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11

“...and increasing in the knowledge of God; ... ."

Rather it is growing in a knowledge of God himself. You learn more about a
person’s character as you spend time with him or her. | grew in the
knowledge of my wife by living with her and experiencing how she treated
me. We grow in our knowledge of God by living our lives in his presence.
Then we learn more about his character, ways, faithfulness, forgiveness, and
love.

Note this is not a repetition of growing in the knowledge of God's Will.

The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah understood this. In Jeremiah 31:33-34
God says, "l will put my law within them, and | will write it on their

hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer
shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know

the LorDp, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,
declares the LorD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin
no more.”

The essence of the Christian life is not just knowing about God. It is knowing
God personally. You can know about bread and still starve to death. You can
know all the facts about Christ and Christianity and remain spiritually dead.
Jesus said in John 17:3, "And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent." It is a relationship, not a
religion, that saves you. Do you know the Lord or just know about Him?

Prayer

Pray that you and your fellow church members will truly know the Lord.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

Day 17 Strengthened with God's Power
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11

" ...strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, ... ."

You may have seen a Soap Box Derby on TV. It is a youth racing program.
The cars race downhill since they are completely unpowered, relying on
gravity to move. Contrast that with the Indianapolis 500 or NASCAR races.
The cars that race in them have hundreds of horsepower.

Even after we become believers, Satan wants us to spend our lives coasting
down-hill. But following the Lord Jesus is an up-hill race. Where do we get
the power to live in a way that pleases him and bears fruit for him?

Here is the good news—God supplies the power. Ephesians 1:19-20 tells us
that Jesus’ followers have “the immeasurable greatness of His power toward
us who believe according to the working of His great might that He worked
in Christ when He raised Him for the dead and seated Him at His right hand
in the heavenly places, ... ."

Just think, we have resurrection power! The same power that raised Jesus
from the dead is able to make us alive together with Christ and empower us
to live triumphantly for Him. No longer do we need to slowly coast downhill.
We have race-car-engine power to enable us to live lives that count for
Christ, both in the church and in the world.

Prayer

Pray first that you will open yourself to the power of God in every part of
your life. Ask that those in church with you will open themselves to God's
power. Imagine what a church full of empowered believers would be like.
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20-DAY DEVOTIONAL PRAYER GUIDE ABOUT BELIEVERS:
“Praying for Fellow Believers”

NOTES

Day 18 Endurance
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11

" ...for all endurance....”

When | was in high school, | ran cross country. A cross country race at that
time was somewhat like a mini-marathon, only you were running through the
country side and not on streets. In such a race, endurance is more important
that speed.

Living the Christian life takes endurance. Endurance is the believer's stance
toward the difficult circumstances of life. Just living in this fallen world
means that we likely will face difficult times in our marriages, through illness,
in economic struggles, or even in our relationships in the church. We will
also struggle with temptations and the allure of worldly things. If we follow
Jesus faithfully, seeking to live out the will of God, we will be challenged by
those who do not understand our commitment. In the face of all these
things we need endurance. Endurance means keeping on even when the way
is difficult and painful.

Perhaps Hebrews 12:1-2 says it best: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before

us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Luke 18:1 shows us the secret of enduring (not giving up): “And he [Jesus]

told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.”

Prayer

Pray that the people who make up your congregation will have endurance,
will pray, and will not lose heart.
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NOTES

Day 19 Patience
Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11

“...so that you may have... patience...."

Two thoughts come to mind when we think of patience. One has to do with
patiently waiting on the return of the Lord Jesus. James 5:7-8 instructs us,
“Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it
receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”

The second has to do with how we relate to others. We are to be patient
with them. People, even our fellow church members, can be grumpy,
unpleasant, thoughtless, and even cruel. Later in Colossians Paul writes, "Put
on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, . . . patience, bearing with
one another, . ..." (Colossians 3:12-13a). We are to be willing to “put up
with” one another in the best sense of that idea.

Think of how many times you have disappointed or failed the Lord Jesus
through what you did that you should not have done or did not do what you
should have done. He has been patient with you over and over. Show that
same patience to your brothers and sisters in Christ

Prayer

Ask God to grant you and your church family patience to wait in hope for the
Lord and strength to be patient with each other.
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NOTES

Day 20 Joy

Ken Harmon

Read Colossians 1:11b-12b

... with joy; giving thanks to the Father, ...."

A boy was visiting his grandfather. His grandfather was known as a very
religious man, and was strict, rigid, and dour. After being in his presence
awhile, the boy wandered out to the barn and the first animal he saw was a
long-faced mule. The boy said, "I see you have grandpa's religion too."

Too many church members see their religion as a burdensome obligation
rather than the joyful experience the Bible shows it to be. Look at a
concordance and be amazed at how many times the Bible speaks of joy or
being joyful.

Here are just a few examples: "In your presence there is fullness of joy," Psalm
16:11; "God my exceeding joy," Psalm 43:4; "reap with shouts of joy," Psalm
126:5; For the ransomed of the Lord, "Everlasting joy shall be upon their
heads," Isaiah 35:10; Jesus said, "These things | have spoken to you, that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full" John 15:11; Paul said to the
Thessalonian Christians, "You are our glory and joy" 1 Thessalonians 2:20; and
Peter said, "Though you do not see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with
joy that is inexpressible" 1 Peter 1:8. Even when we are filled with sorrow,
Jesus reminds us our sorrow will be turned into joy (John 16:20), and that we
can even rejoice in persecution (Luke 6:23).

Look around you in a worship service and evaluate the amount of joy you
see. Examine your own life; how much joy is there?

Prayer

Pray that your life, the lives of your church family, and your whole church will
be filled with joy.
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