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NOTES

Day 1 Learners and Practitioners
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 1:7

“To all who are in Rome, loved by God, called as saints. Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (NAS)

Christians are identifiable by two qualities: 1) We are loved by God, and 2)
We are called as saints. God loves us. He calls us to a life that is set apart to
Him. Because of those two truths we share in God’s grace and in the peace
that His grace produces in us.

Paul, thus, opens his letter to the Romans. The first seven verses are packed
with doctrinal truth. They set the tone for the rest of his letter.

Here are some of the identifiable doctrines in the first seven verses: election,
holiness, the gospel, prophecy, Scripture, Lordship of Christ, promise and
fulfillment, Spirit, grace, apostleship, obedience, faith, and peace.

The point is that those whom God loves, those whom God has called to be
set apart to Him for His service, are to be a people of truth, which means we
have much to learn. To be effective in our service to God, we must be
learners of God's truth. And then, we are to be practitioners of God’s truths.
One of the foundations for revitalization, whether for an individual or a
church as a whole, is to be a learner-practitioner of the truths of God found
in His Word.

Prayer

Lord, help me today to be a learner of Your truths, so that | may then be a
practitioner of Your truths, so that | may be useful in the work of Your
Kingdom. In Jesus' Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook
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Day 2 Rejoice in Affliction?
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 5:3-4

“And not only that, but we also rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that
dffliction produces endurance, endurance produces proven character, and
proven character produces hope.”

Some might read the verses above and conclude that Paul was off his rocker,
so to speak. Who in their right mind would rejoice in their afflictions?
Affliction is not normally associated with something positive.

Paul does not necessarily see affliction as positive. More accurately, he sees
the outcome as positive. It produces endurance and character, and that in
turn produces a hope that does not disappoint but instead encourages and
enables us to keep going. So, we do not rejoice over our afflictions, but we
do rejoice over what they produce.

The first two-years for a new missionary in Japan are committed to full-time
language study. It may even take four years. Studying Japanese, for many
missionaries, can be one of the greatest afflictions they have ever known. But
they do survive. Then, they thrive, and eventually they can communicate the
truths of God to Japanese people in their heart language. Affliction was part
of the process for getting there, and missionaries in Japan will often say that
they cherish that language-learning experience.

In your personal walk with God, and in your walk as a church, do not focus on

your afflictions. Endure them. See beyond them to eventual outcomes. That is
what will take you to hope and lead you to rejoice. Eventually.

Prayer

Lord, teach me to value affliction for its ultimate outcome in my life, and help
the church | am part of also recognize that the afflictions we experience in
revitalization processes are going to create something truly good and
positive. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook

FOR CHURCH
REVITALIZATION
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Day 3 Just “Faith” It
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 6:11

“So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus”

This is Paul's first command in his letter to the Romans. The verb “consider” is
plural and in the imperative. So, it is a command from the Holy Spirit
intended for all believers.

Earlier, Paul teaches that we were dead to God and alive to sin as part of this
world. We were spiritually dead. Stone cold dead. When we believed in Jesus,
however, we then died to sin and became alive to God through His grace.
Paul also says that baptism (by immersion) portrays this death and
resurrection. So, now that the situation is reversed, and we are dead to sin,
we are alive to God in Christ Jesus. That means we are to live our lives as
those alive to God.

How are we supposed to do this? Simply put: We are to consider ourselves
dead to sin and alive to God. So, that's it? Just consider it?

More specifically, we “faith” it. Literally, the word “consider” means “to count
it.” That is, the money is deposited, so count it. This means we count it as a
done deal on the basis of faith. We accept it as a genuine reality by faith that
we are dead to sin and live to God. We faith it, and we then live our lives on
the basis of that reality.

Prayer

Lord, by faith | count it as reality that | am dead to sin and alive unto You. |
commit to live this day and each day in that freedom so that my life will
honor You and serve as a testimony to the lost of what is truly possible. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.

B@ AautHoR: Charles Westbrook
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NOTES

Day 4 Free to Choose
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 8:5

“For those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit have their minds set on the
things of the Spirit.”

People have a choice. We can follow a life oriented around the physical, or
we can choose a lifestyle oriented around the spiritual. Paul added that living
on the basis of the physical is death. That's because the physical is temporary.
Living a life based on the spiritual is life and peace because the spiritual is
eternal.

So, there is a choice, and we are free to choose. To choose a life oriented
around the Holy Spirit, we must have the ability, the power to make that
choice in such a way that it actually happens. So, how do we do that?

Here's the reality: the Spirit Himself enables us to decide. If we have the
desire to live life in the Spirit, He will enable us to make that decision. The
Spirit then “seals” us in this decision. The Spirit becomes the "guarantee” of
life in the Spirit, a life that is eternal and characterized by joy and peace.

Choose to live according to the Spirit. That is the path that leads to peace,
joy, love — the fruit of the Spirit. Living according to the Spirit is an absolute
essential for a spiritually effective life, and it is an essential ingredient for all
who may be involved in the revitalization of a church.

Prayer

Lord, | live in this physical world, but | choose in the power of Your Spirit to
live according to Your Spirit rather than according to the physical. Enable me
to live in this way. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
Bo AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook
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Day 5 Groaning in Hope
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 8:23

“Not only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the first fruits — we also
groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies.”

This may sound negative, maybe even cynical, but one reality that appears to
connect all of the creation is: Groaning. Paul says that the entire creation is
groaning.

Groaning comes from suffering. Suffering comes from pain and discomfort
that is, in reality, the result of God's judgment on human sin. Thus, our fallen
human condition produces groaning, which is pointed toward the hope for
something better to come. Thus, it is also true that this suffering-produced
groaning points us toward a groaning for hope, a deep, heart-felt almost
inexpressible desire to experience the full redemption promised in Christ. We
“groan” for that. One reason for this is because the Holy Spirit within us
groans before the Father and the Son on our behalf for the fulfillment of the
hope He has given us in Christ.

We hope for something yet unseen, which is why it is called hope. We,
therefore, wait patiently, believing that God will bring this to fruition in His
time.

This same groaning we experience individually is also something churches
need to experience corporately if genuine revitalization is to take place. It is
indispensable. Are you, in your church, groaning for the fulfillment of the
hope you have for the full revitalization of your church?

Prayer

Lord, in this day, may each of us acknowledge this inward groaning from
Your Spirit, and may we also as Your church in this world groan in the hope
for the full revitalization of Your church. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

B@ AautHoR: Charles Westbrook
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Day 6 The Transformation of Mercy and Grace
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 12:2

“Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect
will of God.”

God's mercy accomplished our salvation through the blood of Christ. Mercy
means to look past someone’s faults to see their potential and possibility,
and then treat that person on that basis rather than on their faults. Mercy
looks beyond surface realities to what can be. A great thought, but what does
it mean for us?

First, it means we must not conform to this age, meaning, not to give in and
follow the values of unbelievers. Rather, we follow God's truth. Our society
and culture will pressure us to conform to their values, primarily because they
need to justify their behaviors, their existence, to convince themselves they
have purpose, to avoid the ravages of guilt. We must not conform to that.

Second, it means we must be transformed instead. The Holy Spirit does this
work of transformation by renewing, by making our minds new. This
transformation is not just some esoteric life principle but is practical, real, and
visual. We see it in the exercise of our spiritual gifts. It is love expressed as
service. As we carry out our spiritual gifts, we are expressing love for God and
others.

On the foundation of God's grace and mercy, reject conformity to this age,

and submit your mind to the transforming work of God's Spirit. All levels of
revitalization require that we follow this path.

Prayer

Lord, show us the reality of this truth, and help us to follow this path for the
sake of Your Kingdom and glory and Your church. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
Bﬂ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook

FOR CHURCH
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Day 7 The God of Hope
Charles Westbrook

Read Romans 15:13

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe so
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

What a verse! Look at the range of theological concepts: God, hope, joy,
peace, faith, power, Holy Spirit. This is a Pauline benediction to the Roman
believers, an expression of his hope for them and for their church. He prays
that the God of hope would overflow hope in them by the power of the Holy
Spirit so they would know joy and peace through their faith in Christ. Isn't
that something every individual and church needs?

Consider these understandings:
Hope - the absolute certainty of our future with God.
Joy — exuberance produced by hope, independent of circumstances.
Peace — the state of being at rest with God, others and self through
reconciliation.
Faith - the unity with God that comes from believing.
Power — the explosive capacity of God's Spirit to achieve and
influence change.

The absolute future we have with God leads us to spiritual exuberance
independent of circumstances, so that we are fully at rest with God, others,
and ourselves because of the unity, the oneness, we have with Christ, sealed
by the capacity of God's Spirit to transform us and achieve the will of God in
us.

This describes an individual Christian in personal revival, and it describes a

church that is in the process of revitalization. May it be true for us individually
and for our churches.

Prayer

ord, God of hope, create in me and in Your church this overflow of hope so
that we may live out this joy as our testimony to Your grace and power. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.

B@ AautHoR: Charles Westbrook
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Day 8 The True Resource for Revitalization
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 3:6

“But Peter said, ‘I don't have silver or gold, but what I do have | give you: In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!”

A man lame from birth was daily taken to the temple gate to beg from those
entering. When Peter and John were entering, he asked them for money.
They looked straight at him and told him to look at them. That is when Peter
made the statement in the verse above. Peter then healed the man in the
name of Jesus. Commotion followed. Then a sermon from Peter.

The church can no longer say, “Silver and gold have | none.” We are in a
better position financially to help those who suffer. Related to this, though,
sometimes it seems as though the church of today has an over-reliance on
resources. Zechariah 4:6 reminds us: “Not by might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.” We certainly have a stewardship to give of the
resources God provides, but it is equally important, if not more so, to
remember that our primary Resource is the Spirit of God.

When it comes to revitalization, resources are important, but we must not
allow that to be determinative in our ministry and missions engagements. If
we are restricted to resources only, we cannot possibly carry out God's
purposes and plans. That can only be achieved when we rely on the Holy
Spirit for the power required. All other resources must be submitted to the
Holy Spirit.

Prayer

Lord, help us to learn to rely on Your Spirit alone as the true Resource for
revitalization. May we trust You to provide any other resources needed. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook

FOR CHURCH
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Day 9 Guilty of His Blood
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 5:38

“Didn’t we strictly order you not to teach in this name? Look, you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this
man'’s blood.”

Peter got it, this blood thing. He had enough training in the Torah as a Jewish
boy that he understood its meaning. Later, when he wrote his first epistle he
said, "For you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life
inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver and gold,
but with the precious blood of Christ.” (1 Peter 1:18)

Peter's response to the high priest was effective, but someone from our
century might have said, "What do you mean ‘make’ you guilty of His blood;
you ARE guilty of His blood.” These men made the decision to kill Jesus,
though technically the Romans killed Him. Here's what Peter said, “You
murdered Him, but God exalted Him to His right hand by raising Him from
the dead.”

The Sanhedrin had a different view. They believed His blood was on His own
head because they believed Jesus was a charlatan, an imposter, a messiah-
wannabe who got what He deserved. Their opinion was unchanged. So was
Peter’s opinion unchanged. They were guilt of His blood.

So are we, aren't we? Aren't we all guilty of His blood, in that His blood was

shed for our sins just as it was for theirs? The blood of the cross must always
be part of our proclamation if any revitalization is to take place.

Prayer

Lord, before You we plead the blood of Christ. In His Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook

FOR CHURCH
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Day 10 Stephen’s Story
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 7:56

“He said, 'Look, | see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!"”

What an interesting young man, this Stephen. He was probably very young.
His name suggests a Hellenistic Jew who likely migrated to Israel. At some
point he became a believer, one of the first seven deacons, evidently “full of
the Spirit and wisdom.” He argued forcefully for Jesus as Messiah in the
Synagogue of the Freedmen. They finally reached total frustration and hauled
him in front of the Sanhedrin and accused him of speaking against the
Temple and the Law. The Sanhedrin allowed him to speak.

Interestingly, Stephen never mentioned the name of Jesus. He just reviewed
Israel’s history of rebellion and mistreating the prophets. They were with him
until he accused them of resisting the Holy Spirit and not keeping the Law.
His statement, "Look, | see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing
at the right hand of God!" pushed them over the edge. That did it. They
dragged him outside the city and gathered stones. They laid their robes at
the feet of a young Pharisee named Saul of Tarsus as they then stoned
Stephen to death.

So, what does Stephen’s story have to do with church revitalization? Just this:
When it comes to revitalization, severe sacrifices may be required. Stephen’s
death served to advance the gospel. Then, secondly, never underestimate the
transformative power of God. It could be your greatest mistake. I'm speaking
here of Saul, not Stephen.

Prayer

Lord, help us to understand the costs that come with a revitalization, and
help us recognize Your ability to transform those You intend to use in that
revitalization. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
Bm AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook

FOR CHURCH
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Day 11 The Power of Prayer for Revitalization
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 12:11

“When Peter came to himself, he said, ‘Now | know for certain that the Lord
has sent His angel and rescued me from Herod'’s grasp and from all that the
Jewish people expected.”

The Christian movement declined in popularity, and a full persecution
ensued, resulting in a scattering of believers. A church was planted in
Antioch, and Barnabas and Saul became primary leaders. Because of a famine
in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Saul were dispatched with a relief offering. Herod
arrested James the brother of John and beheaded him. When he saw that this
pleased the Jews he arrested Peter and intended to execute him. Peter was
chained between two guards. Believers gathered at the home of Mary the
mother of John Mark to pray. An angel of the Lord, in a remarkable,
miraculous display of power, released Peter. Peter thought it was a vision, but
once outside the prison he “came to” and knew it was real. He then went to
the home of Mary, John Mark’s mother before departing.

So, who gathered for that prayer meeting? Well, Mary owned the house, so
we assume she was there with her son, John Mark. Rhoda, a servant girl is
named. No other names are mentioned, but since Barnabas and Saul were in
town, we might consider they were there. Probably some of the other
apostles were there as well.

This story of Peter’s miraculous release points us to the power associated

with prayer. When we think of church revitalization, we must recognize that
prayer must be infused into every part of that process.

Prayer

Lord, may every process of church revitalization be bathed in prayer. In Jesus’
Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook

FOR CHURCH
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Day 12 Trust the Spirit's Lead
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 16:6

“They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, they had been
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. When they came to
Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.”

Early in Paul's second missionary journey, he, Silas, and Timothy traveled west
searching for a place to preach the gospel. They were following the Spirit's
lead. Surely, anyplace would do; everyone was lost. But they did not find a
place to develop an evangelistic ministry.

They first tried to go toward Ephesus. They Holy Spirit forbade that. Why?
With all those people there, surely that was a harvest field. It certainly would
be, but apparently it wasn't the time because the Spirit was laying some
foundations there through a man named Apollos. Paul did not know Apollos
at that time or that he was in Ephesus, but the Spirit did. So, they headed
northeast, only to be stopped by the Spirit of Jesus (the Holy Spirit). Why? It
seems that Peter was involved in work in Bithynia. So, Paul and company
went northwest to Troas where they met Luke, and from there they launched
the first mission trip to Europe.

In any revitalization, the Holy Spirit is working. We may or may not see or
know what He is doing. He may be building foundations for future ministry.
He may be preparing the way. We must never assume He is not working. We
simply must adjust, trust Him, and move forward whether we fully
understand or not.

Prayer

Lord, help us to trust that Your Spirit is at work in all the processes of church
revitalization. He us to follow Your lead. In Jesus' Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook

FOR CHURCH
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Day 13 Look for Doors Already Open
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 16:40

“After leaving the jail, they came to Lydia’s house, where they saw and
encouraged the brothers and sisters, and departed.”

“They"” in this verse is Paul, Silas, and Timothy. Apparently, only Paul and Silas
were imprisoned at Philippi. Somehow Timothy and Luke escaped that. The
Philippian jailer, now a believer, took care of Paul and Silas’ wounds and
probably sent for Timothy and Luke. The city leaders requested they leave
Philippi once they apologized, since they had learned that Paul and Silas were
Roman citizens. They went to Lydia’s home to tell everyone goodbye and
then departed. Luke remained there.

Thus, the Philippian church was planted, a church that would have a special
relationship with Paul. So, who were the members of this church? We would
include Luke and Lydia and her household (let’s say 5-10 in her household).
Then, there's the Philippian jailer and his household who were all baptized
(again, let's say 5-10 in his household). So, that suggests the First Baptist
Church of Philippi was begun with 13-23 members. If the young lady who
was freed from a demon was part of it, that would mean 14-24. Not bad for a
church start.

It all started when Paul and his team heard about a place of prayer by a river
outside the city wall.

So, in terms of revitalization, we learn that when we pursue the Lord's work,

we need to look at what God is already doing. Sometimes the doors are
already open, and we just need to go through.

Prayer

Lord, show us what You have already set up, show us the open doors, so we
may pursue the work of Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook
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NOTES

Day 14 A Spiritual Battle
Charles Westbrook

Read Acts 17:18-19

“And many who had become believers came confessing and disclosing their
practices, while many of those who had practiced magic collected their books
and burned them in front of everyone.”

When someone decides to believe in Jesus a commitment is made to follow
Him. They have chosen to turn away from previous practices that may be
incompatible with the Christian faith and engage in a lifestyle and practices
which glorify God and magnify the name of Jesus.

Luke tells us about some believers in Ephesus who previously engaged in
magic arts. This was not “sleight of hand” magic we know today. It was more
sorcery and witchcraft. Because of their repentance and faith, they burned
their incantation books publicly to demonstrate their commitment to follow
Jesus.

A decision to follow Jesus is transformative, and we must recognize that such
a decision is essentially a battle of the heart, the will. Paul wrote, “For
although we live in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh,
since the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but are powerful
through God for the demolition of strongholds. We demolish arguments and
every proud thing that is raised up against the knowledge of God, and we
take every thought captive to obey Christ.” (1 Corinthians 10:3-5) In any
advance of the gospel, whether the planting of a church, the re-planting of a
church, or a church revitalization, we must recognize that it will be a spiritual
battle. And our weaponry is spiritual in nature.

Prayer

Lord, we acknowledge Your sovereign power in transforming the lives of
those who turn from sin and in faith turn to You as Lord and Savior. In Jesus'
Name. Amen.

PRAVER GUIBES
B@ AuTHOR: Charles Westbrook
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